
NEWSLETTER 

TRAINING AIMS 

 STUDENT-I want to  teach 

young children 

 FACILITATOR– I will show 

you  how to teach 

 FIELD WORKER– I will help 

you teach 

 SPONSOR– I will  provide 

what you need 

 

STUDENT TRAINING 

Let us learn together 
We are seeking to produce committed teachers, who know 

how children develop and how to enable this development 

to take place in a stimulating, safe, learning environment.                     

They will study the different stages of development and how 

to create age appropriate activities for their children.                  

They will learn how to record their progress and stages of        

development. They will learn the value of planning and      

resourcing and how to implement a daily programme. 

We seek to develop and support them at all stages of the 

training.. 
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STUDENT TRAINING 

         A new student enjoying the course 

Produced by Ann Bristow, Project Co-ordinator 



STUDENTS       Our number of students has been growing 

rapidly. We began with 16 students in 2013 with Felicity 

Champkins as the Facilitator. She opened a second course in 

2014 for 19 students. 

       In 2015 she opened 3 more courses with a total of 39 

students. Because of this, we have taken the step of training 

two new Facilitators. We are delighted to welcome Nonto 

Khumalno and Caroline Sondezi  They are both highly 

achieving students selected from our initial graduates this 

year. 

The good news is that we already have a waiting list for      

another course, ensuring the continued success and growth 

of Early Child Development (ECD) training in our community. 

FIELD WORKERS          A group of students have been tak-

ing part in a pilot project using a wonderful resource, ‘ECD in 

a BOX’, which is provided by the Love Trust. This contains 

lesson plans and resources that teachers can use in their          

classrooms. 

We soon realized that the practical application of studies 

needed support and development. This is because learning 

environments vary according to available conditions. 

To support consistency and quality, we have appointed  two 

field workers. They are Phumuzile Zikode and Zimbili Dlamini. 

Their role is to monitor progress and to support teachers, 

where necessary, and to provide monthly reports. 

OUR NEW JUNIOR TRAINERS  NONTO KHUMALO AND CAROLINE SONDEZI 

 

The Love Trust in Johannesburg 

oversees, supports, inspires and 

helps us grow 

The Teachers Learning Centre 

in Johannesburg provides all 

our learning materials.           

Assesses and registers our   

students with SETA and SAQA 

on their two year ECD level 4 

NQF course. 

COURSE FACILITATION 

Over everything that is 

happening in Asifunde 

Sonke is the hand of our 

wonderful God, who 

called us to make a    

difference in the lives of 

our children in their  

GOLDEN YEARS. 



STOP PRESS! 

We have recently      

received a wonderful 

donation from THE 

WOMENS WORLD 

DAY OF PRAYER to 

provide a permanent 

base for our new         

Resources Centre.  

We are currently       

exploring the purchase 

of a converted          

sea container to house 

and administer our 

growing resources. 

Juliet Madlala newly appointed Resources Manager 

                         HOT OFF THE PRESS! 

Felicity Champkins  says :- 

I Believe in Miracles! 

Noah’s Ark Pre School went through a very trying time in 

2014 with many parents unable to pay school fees. We are 

totally dependent upon these fees for the running of the 

school. Then the miracle happened! One Sunday morning at 

Underberg Congregational Church I was introduced to a man 

called Tim, from the UK, by the Rev Edward Pieterson. 

I took him along to see the school and he was so impressed 

that he wanted his friends, Nikki Raw and Gary Shearer, from 

the Saville Foundation, to see Noah’s Ark in action. 

Nikki duly visited and was also very impressed with the vision 

for our Centre for Early Child Development. She suggested 

partnering with us by providing a model preschool indoors 

and outdoors for rural trainee teachers. The Foundation has 

provided a huge new fully equipped training venue for early 

childhood development, with storeroom and veranda. They 

have revamped the outdoor play area, donated 10 computers 

with ECD software and are going to revamp our fantasy 

classroom. We are eternally grateful to Tim and to the Saville 

foundation for their enormous generosity. 

      RESOURCES CENTRE 

We have a  large collection of materials and equipment that students and teachers 

can utilise. This will assist them when preparing their themes and whilst teaching 

classes. This enables the children to have a richer learning experience. They can 

touch ,hold  and play using these new exciting resources. 

Constructing the new training venue 



 

GRADUATION DAY! 

The Graduation ceremony took place on the 24th Oct 2015. A  welcoming address 

was given by Pierre Horn, Director of the Family Literacy Project. The Opening    

prayer and Bible reading was given by Rev Pieterson.  Speeches were given by   

Erik Van Den Top, Director of Love Trust and Mrs Lorraine Patterson, the Director of 

Teachers Learning Centre,  . 

Mr Brian Nhleko, Head of Department at the KZN Department of Education spoke of 

his pleasure in the graduates achievements. A Graduate thank you was given by        

Ms Nonto Khumalo. 

Zama Sibiya, one of our graduates, giving her impression of the day wrote,    “On 

October 2015 I had mixed feelings of anxiety, excitement and a bit of disbelief. I had 

been waiting for this day. I had worked very hard for this day. It was a confirmation of 

the completion of a journey that had started on the 13th of April 2013. My hard work 

had finally paid off! It brought hope of new beginnings for me. It was exciting and 

humbling to see so many people gathered to celebrate our accomplishments.      

History was made, a first in our village.” 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR STUDENTS, TEACHERS, SPONSORS,         

DIRECTORS, PROJECT LEADERS AND FRIENDS. WHAT A WONDERFUL DAY! 


