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The past year saw a change from a large intake of subsidised but contributing students to a far smaller group. This was
largely motivated by the loss of the Love Trust’s incredibly generous support for Asifunde as one of their Funders had
moved on, but also because we identified a need to change to the introduction of an Internship system, whereby students
would gain meaningful and comprehensive experience whilst qualifying.
The Family Literacy Project interviewed, selected and pay a stipend to 5 interns who work at Noah’s Ark as Teacher
Assistants. An FLP Facilitator and one Primary School Intern are also doing the course.
Woza Moya, an NGO from Ixopo, has 5 Interns attending, all of whom work in their ECD project. We trust that their
expertise will also benefit their communities and contribute fully in raising the levels of ECD involvement wherever it is so
sorely needed.
The financial scenario has changed and, as is always the case, provision of funding is a key component of the project.
We are ‘applying our minds’ (actively!) to ensure that all our obligations are met. We may not take an intake in 2018,this
is both practical and financial as we cannot overwhelm the work-providers with Interns!
Those who are based at Noah’s Ark are doing wonderfully – gaining skills and experience and contributing very
effectively to the school. They are a happy group and have really encouraged us in this new scheme.
October saw our biggest Graduation yet – 33 graduates! Included in the group was the first male to qualify under the
Love Trust – and we have another 4 in training!

INTERNS AT NOAH’S ARK
ZINHLE NTSHIZA I am from Centacow Low Cost, which is in a rural area. The training for Early Childhood Development at Noah’s Ark is very good. To work with children is like a blessing to me, because to
do community work is my dream and my passion, especially, when it involves children. So I can say it
helps me a lot to be in the classroom with children. They are so amazing to me. Spending time with them
gives me the meaning of everything in the world, especially the purpose of God. When I was growing up
at school I used to tell people that one day I would be a qualified teacher, so that I could help the young
people of our nation to become what they want to be in the future.
SLINDILE ZONDI The important thing to me as a black woman is that it gives me the opportunity and
strength to be a successful, responsible young woman, with great career choices in KZN. It also teaches
me to understand my own child and how young children develop.
SLINDILE NDLOVU I am a 24 year old female residing in Loteni, near Underburg, KZN. I feel I have the
passion and patience to work with young children. I am so happy to have a quality education that will
make my dreams come true.
THABILE GAMBU I am 21 years old and live in Mathendeni location. I joined Asifunde Sonke because
as a young girl I dreamed of becoming a teacher, especially in the foundation phase of education. These
are a child's golden years and it is so important for them to gain the knowledge required for the next stage
of their education. I now feel my dream is coming true.
NOLWAZI NGUBO I started training last June. What is important to me is the knowledge I get from the
training at Noah’s Ark. I have learned to love, encourage, protect and take care of children at this
important stage of their lives. To build their emotional, physical, social and cognitive development.
Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life.
Confucius

ARTICLE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AT WOZA MOYA
Woza Moya is a separate organization that uses Asifunde Sonke to train its staff in ECD.
Its commitment to Early Childhood Development (ECD) was demonstrated with the construction and opening of the
ECD Centre on its premises in the Ufafa Valley in 2009. The centre provides an ECD service for 50 children between
the ages of 3-5 years. The centre is staffed by three ECD practitioners who over the years have benefitted from
attending a number of work related courses.
In late 2016 Woza Moya extended its ECD programme to include 15 ECD practitioners from six ECD centre’s
operating in the Ufafa Valley. The programme now includes capacity building training sessions aimed at impacting on
the quality of ECD service being provided and benefitting over 160 young children in the community.
An exciting additional training that is provided at each monthly session is on the ‘Every Word Counts’ programme
developed by Word Works that addresses the importance of early math's and literacy covering the age range from
birth to five years. The ECD practitioners happily and willingly make their way to Woza Moya once a month to attend a
full day’s training. The ECD coordinator also regularly visits each of the creches.
Five of the ECD practitioners are enrolled with Asifunde Sonke an ECD Training Organization to study towards their
NQF Level 4 ECD qualification. Asifunde Sonke is based in Underberg and is also linked to the Family Literacy
Organization which has generously sponsored part of the training costs of the 5 ECD practitioners from the Ufafa
Valley. The 5 learners travel to Underberg every Saturday during the school term where they join other
ECD practitioners from the Midlands area to attend lessons. Their implementation of learnings is mentored and
monitored by the ECD Coordinator.

WOZA MOYA EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

GENERATION JOY BRINGS JOY TO OUR STUDENTS!
Generation Joy is a charity based in Seattle
USA. Every year they bring joy to the hearts
of our students by providing resources for
them to use in their centres. Betty Bhejana,
an intern from Creighton, with a huge smile
on her face, excitedly explores her box of
resources.
THANK YOU GENERATION JOY!

GRADUATION CEREMONY 2017
33 Students, our largest group so far, graduated on Saturday the 28th of October 2017. The ceremony was
held at Underburg Congregational Church and was attended by representatives of The Love Trust, The
Teachers Learning Centre, Trustees, the Local Education Authority, and local dignitaries. The church was
full of the proud, happy families of the students.

This ceremony was an opportunity for us all to recognise and celebrate the wonderful achievements of
our students in completing this course. It celebrates the dedication and commitment that it has taken
for each one to have reached this outstanding milestone in their lives!
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR STUDENTS, TEACHERS, SPONSoRS, DIRECTORS, PROJECT LEADERS AND
FRIENDS. WHAT A WONDERFUL DAY!

