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Training Centre Opening and First Training Session 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Noah’s Ark Pre-Primary School Himeville (the training  venue): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Training in progress – indoors and out! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The first Saturday morning training session took place 
on April 13th with 16 students attending, all registered 

and sponsored! Grateful thanks to all who have, and 

are, contributing to this much-needed project, which 
will be such a wonderful benefit to our community. 

The course started with great excitement and 
enthusiasm from all. It is very practical and students 

will be encouraged to apply their new skills, 

immediately for those already working in pre-schools 
and crèches, and in practical situations where 

possible, for those who are working elsewhere at 
present. The session opened with prayers of 

thanksgiving for the wonderful (and rapid!) way the 
project has come to fruition and was followed by tea 

and cakes with students, sponsors, mentors and 

guests. God is good! 
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WHAT is ‘ASIFUNDE SONKE’? 
 
An EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT TEACHER TRAINING PROJECT, remarkably established in a few short months 

by Ann Bristow and already under way with 17 students. Training is held at NOAH’S ARK PRE-PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
HIMEVILLE. The project is the realisation of a vision; a long-held dream; inspiration; dedication; commitment; prayer; 

determination; a God inspired networking of People and Organisations – His hand is so evident that we can only stand 
in grateful awe of His amazing provision! 

 

ASIFUNDE SONKE offers a 2-year SAQA Level 4 accredited ECD teacher training course for our students which runs 
on Saturdays and in school holidays to enable students to try and find work to support their families while they are 

training, enabling them to remain within their family frameworks. It gives them dignity and opportunity and a National 
Qualification that will enable them to find employment in any school in South Africa. 

 

WHY? 
 

We are Christians in our community and feel compelled to set up our centre to address the urgent need to provide 

good quality creche and pre-primary school education in our rural area of Himeville and Underberg in Kwazulu Natal 
South Africa.  We need to make a difference, now and for the future. 

 
 

                                
 
Most of these small farm crèches and pre-primary schools have unqualified staff, who do not have the necessary skills 

to stimulate and develop these children. These children are often from poor backgrounds and are in need of a good 

learning environment. 
To achieve this we need qualified teachers. 

 

HOW? 
 

The course is facilitated by Felicity Champkins at her Pre-school with course material provided by THE TEACHERS 
LEARNING CENTRE (www.teacherslearningcentre.co.za) in Johannesburg, who assess and externally moderate 

the student’s coursework. 
 

 We have been able to obtain a contract at much reduced fees through the involvement of THE LOVE TRUST 

(www.lovetrust.co.za) (also in Johannesburg) as most of the students are from poor backgrounds with no opportunity 

for government funding for their training.  

 

ASIFUNDE SONKE operates under a local Non-Government / Non-Profit Organisation VUKUZAKHE PROJECTS  
(www.vukuzakhe.co.za) who work with Education Projects as well as AIDS and Tuberculosis Awareness within the 
local community. 

 

FINANCE 
 

We have already been seeking funding locally and have been pleased at the support for our project –thank you for 
your wonderful generosity! We have also secured funding from the UK which is marvellous – thank you all. 

 
DONATIONS may be made to: 

 

Asifunde Sonke Fnb Underberg Account  Number : 62396743885 Branch Code:  221025 

http://www.teacherslearningcentre.co.za/
http://www.lovetrust.co.za/
http://www.vukuzakhe.co.za/
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WHO? 
 

FELICITY CHAMPKINS -  Facilitator  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
SOME OF THE STUDENTS: (we’ll introduce more of them next time) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Asifunde Sonke Teacher Training Centre Facilitator 

Founder of Noah’s Ark Early Learning Centre 1993.  
ECD Facilitator E Cape (South African Tutoring Services (since 2004).  

Registered SAQA Assessor ACHA6508 (SETA). 
Deacon at Underberg Congregational Church. 

 

I have been involved in Early Childhood Development for twenty years and in the training of 
ECD teachers for ten. This experience has given me insight into the real need for quality 

training for ECD teachers – teachers who are equipped to give our children the best start in 
the most formative years of their lives. We will give aspirant teachers the wonderful 

opportunity in the Noah’s Ark’s classrooms, in real-life situations, and at the end of two 
intensive years to graduate with the National Qualifications Framework (NQF) Certificate in 

Early Childhood Development, with the backing of the Kwa Zulu Department of Education. 

 

ZAMA SIBIYA is the reason for ASIFUNDE SONKE. She spoke to us of her passionate desire to 

improve educational opportunities for people from poor backgrounds. 
‘At the moment, I work for Telkom SA, but this is not enough for me. I would like to make a 

difference in our youth’s lives and where better to start than with the foundation. 
When a child is young, they absorb either good or bad. That’s when I feel we must give them 

what they can use to better their lives, all the while improving the community. 

I came to this small town from a big city and decided that this is the place for me. It is a close 
knit community, but our youth has no ability to think big! I believe that I can instil this in our 

young ones I would like to see that I had made a difference in their lives’. 
 

 
CAROLINE SONDEZI. I want to know more about how to help young 

children and how to help them achieve their best. I always had this wish to 

work with young children and now it will be possible. 

 

THANDI TSHOBA. When I was 7 years old, Sister Abigail gave me a home and I joined the 

Clouds of Hope Orphanage. My education in an African School was very difficult. It was not 
good. The  teachers were lazy. They did not do the correct job. The teaching level was low. I 

know what it is like and I have been trying to help children learn in the low-cost housing in 

Underberg. But I want to learn how to do it properly. I don’t only want to earn money, I want 
to make a difference to my country. 

THULLY MTOLO. I want to be a teacher just because I want to teach 

children to get a better future. It was my dream to become a teacher one 

day, but my parents were so poor, I couldn’t get a chance. So I promise I will 
teach them how to respect, to improve and to better their lives. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE TEACHER LEARNING CENTRE’s PROSPECTUS: 

 
What Is Early Childhood Development? 

Early childhood is the period between one and five years of age, including 
both the toddler and preschool years; thus early childhood DEVELOPMENT 

refers to the many skills and milestones that children are expected to reach 
by the time they reach the age of nine. These milestones include learning 

how to run, how to talk using simple sentences and how to play with others; 
and includes the cognitive (knowledge), emotional, social and physical 

education of children. As an ECD practitioner1, you will be shaping the minds 

of young children during their most impressionable years which may have a 
lasting impact on their lives. For this reason, there are particular qualities and professional qualifications that 

you must possess to ensure the physical, emotional and cognitive safety of pre-school children placed in your 
care.  

As an ECD practitioner, you will provide a wonderful learning environment for the children, teach them how 
to interact with others and help them with their daily needs. You will teach them to be creative and provide 

them with a safe and caring environment to learn and grow. You must prepare daily lesson plans to help the 
children start learning basic education to get them ready for primary school.  

You must also prepare creative activities for the children to complete each day. 
It is important that creativity is a big part of the preschool experience - things 

such as arts and crafts, music and imagination will all play a big role in the 
creative learning process, whereas outdoor activities and games help children 

improve their coordination and motor skills.  

Along with teaching the children various skills, you must also monitor their 

development. It is important to know which children are doing well and which 
ones may need a little extra help. You do this by monitoring progress and reporting the progress of each 

child.  

You will also cater to the basic needs of the children such as feeding the children serving them with 

refreshments, and helping them with their bathroom needs. You are responsible for meeting with other 
education professionals and parents of the children where you will discuss lesson plans, what you are doing 

to improve your classroom techniques and how each of the children is doing with their progress.  

 

 

                                                 
 


